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Members and their guests had
an opportunity to visit a wonderful private garden on a
bright sunny day. Gail Gees
was gracious and opened her
gardens for our inspection. We
thank Jeff, MAPS VP, for making the arrangements to be able
to spend the afternoon roaming three acres of well laid out
perennial flower beds with an
amazing number of peonies.
Most noteworthy was the number and variety of mature intersectional peonies.
The beds were designed by a
landscape architect and executed by the owner. Thought was
put into having flower colors
placed in beds according to if
they were hot colors or cool
colors. The plantings included

plenty of shrubs to give the
gardens year round interest.
The central alee was anchored
by white crepe myrtle trees and
dwarf nine bark with under
plantings of perennials. At the
far end of the garden was an
arbor with a fountain and plenty of seating for family and
guests. Unique was the use of a
weeping cedar as the plant
material draped over the arbor.

over all of the beds.
The intersectional peonies are
mature plants so she has been
able to divide them and has
created waves of peonies in the
front yard with the guarantee
that they will have the same
color and flower form.
(continued on page 2)

Gail makes a statement with
her peonies by massing some
varieties so they can be seen
from a distance but when seen
up close it truly impresses the
viewer.
Gail does her own gardening
but does requires help in the
spring when laying a tracker
trailer load of bagged mulch

Flowering peony on the garden
tour.

Making it a memorable experience

Clematis and Peonies making a
great statement in the garden.

As soon as we received the
notice of the garden tour the
emails started to go out from
Eleanor, MAP’s President,
asking if anyone wanted to car
pool to the Baltimore area.
Several people responded and
a plan was hatched. Geri, Gail,
Eleanor, Marge and Bernie met
at the Granite Run Mall park-

ing lot and headed south. The
traffic on I-95 cooperated so
we got to our destination early.
Not wanting to waste time we
found a locally owned garden
center and bought some plants
for our gardens and priced
peonies (MAPS had better
prices). It was time to get fortified knowing we had a tour

ahead of us. We stopped at a
eatery recommended by our
host and were not disappointed. We toured and headed
home. We came away with lots
of great photos, memories and
best of all we got to know each
other a bit more.
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As you view the photos please
take note of companion plants
that Gail uses. Clematis, Iris,
Baptiste, and tall Alliums were
a thread that ran through the
beds. The beds will continue to
provide color throughout the
summer as we noted daylilies
by the hundreds and plenty of
lilies to give the garden spikes
of color.

variety of plant from red maple
trees to nine bark.

Of interest was her use of burgundy plants to tie large plantings together. The pattern of
burgundy can be seen using a

The garden was protected by a
deer fence and pipelines for
hose connections were placed
strategically so watering would

A tree used in the front yard to
provide dapple shade was the
river birch. It allowed for plenty of tree and intersectional
peonies to be planted beneath
the branches and extended the
bloom period for them because
they did deteriorate in the midday sun.

not be a bigger chore.
Everyone thanks our gracious
host for giving us the opportunity to explore her flower
beds and pick her brain. Several of us noted that we appreciated her style for leading a tour
as she gave us a general overview and progression of the
gardens but then allowed us to
generate questions and she
would share her experiences
and expertise.

Marge and Geri are all smiles as
they enter the garden.

Gail taking in the beauty and
taking some photos.
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